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IN THE LATE 5TH CENTURY,
THE ROMAN EMPIRE WAS
DIVIDED IN HALF, BETWEEN
EAST AND WEST.

IN A.D. 476, BARBARIAN
CONQUERORS FORCED
THE LAST EMPEROR. OF
ROME FROM HIS THRONE
AND SENT HIM INTO EXILE,
ENDING THE ROMAN
EMPIRE IN THE WEST.

BUT THE EASTERN EMPIRE,
RULED FROM
CONSTANTINOPLE,
SURVIVED.
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SIXTY
YEARS LATER..
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IT IS A NEW LAY,

(FROM THE PRIVATE JOLIRNALS
OF THE HISTORIAN PROCOPILS
OF CAESAREA, A.22 500-562)
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--AM BLESSEP BY GOP TO
HAVE WITNESSED THIS LAY, (<
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THE PINNACLE
OF OLR TRIUMFH,
I GAZE BACK
IN AWE ACROSS
FIVE YEARS OF
- CON@UE.g

THE HISTORY
THESE WARS WILL
MARE--THAT I

WILL WRITE...

AN
==[S THRILLING

FIVE YEARS SINCE
JUSTINIAN GRACEP K
MY LORP THE COUNT
BELISARIUS WITH THIS
HOLY ENPEAVOR.
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THERE 1S STILL MUCH
WORK TO BE PONE.
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WITH THE GOTHIC -
ARMY BROKEN AT ROME,  §
MY LORP MUST PURSUE
. THEIR KING WITIGIS
NORTH TO HIS CAPITAL
AT RAVENNA BEFORE
THEIR CORRLPTION IS B
EXPELLEP FOR Goor,




YET THE SOUTH v
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REMAINS IN CHAOS.
] [

I TRAVEL TO NEAFPOLIS,
WHERE I WILL ASSIST

GENERAL HEROPIAN IN
ITE RESTORATION TO

ROMAN ORPER.

THIS LANP HAS
W BEEN LEFT FALLOW
FOR TOO LONG. IT
YEARNS FOR ROME'S
CIVILIZING SEEL

YET A TASK REMAINS
BEFORE I BEGIN SOWING. I
MUST LEARN HOW THE CROP
N FIRST FAILEL I MUST FINP
THE ONE WHO LET IT PIE.

IMUST FINC
ROMULUS.




"ROMULLUS
AUcUSTULUS
N LAST EMPEROR
OF THE WEST”
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OLP BOY PLAYING (2RE4]
AT BEING CAESAR.

IT WOLLP HAVE

HAP IT NOT ENPEP
SO TRAGICALLY.

ROMULLS REIGNEL
FOR NEARLY A YEAR
BEFORE HIS FATHER'S
TREACHERY RETLRNELP
TO HALUNT THEM.

OPOACER, LEAPER
OF THE GERMAN SCIRIl,

PEMANPEP HIS PAYMENT

FOR HELPING ORESTES
O OVERTHROW NEROS,
N L
NE-THIRE OF
ITALY FOR HIE
| OWN KINGZOM
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IT IS SOMETHING OF
AMYSTERY WHY HE
FAREP SO POORLY,
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HIS FATHER, THE
GENERAL FLAVIUS
ORESTES, SET HIM ON
THE THRONE AFTER
PRIVING THE RIGHTFLL
EMPEROR, JULILS
NEFOS, INTO EXILE.

THAT THEY WERE
LNPREFAREP TO
RULE THEIR STOLEN
NATION 1€ A GROSS
UNPERSTATEMENT.

ORESTES REFUSED HIM,

ANP PREFAREL FOR WAR.
THEY CLASHEP ON THE

PLANs oF Tiewu, [P IR .
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BY REPLITATION, ORESTES WAS A
FEROCIOUS APVERSARY, ARMEL WITH
TACTICS LEARNEL IN THE SERVICE
OF THE PREAPEP AT TILA.

EITHER FROM PITY OR

: CONTEMPT, THE BARBARIAN
WHEN IT WAS ;
OVER ORESTES ALLOWED ROMULLS TO LIVE,
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' : ‘ HIM AFTER THAT.
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THIS SPARE ACCOUNT IS i PN ForrumareLy rHere i
amost ALL Trat 16 knoun. [l ; MORE TO THE STORY.
OF ROME'S FALL. SIXTY @ ' R ia s ‘
YEARS OF DARKNESS HAS =
- ROMULUS CAME TO NEAFOLIS TO
DEACHRE 1T BVIER MORE 7z : W vz ouT HIS 8YE IN THE VILLA OF

AS A HISTORY, IT IS
4 POOR. AS AN EFPITAPH
TO AN EMPIRE, IT IS
LUNACCEPTABLE.

THE VILLA SITE ON THE TINY
ISLANP OF MEGARIS, JUST
OFFSHORE. SINCE THE TIME
OF LUCULLUS IT WAS
CONVERTEP TO A FORTRESS,
ANZ THEN TO A MONASTERY,

N /TS HOME TO THE BROTHER-
| HOOP OF SAINT SEVERINLS. THEY
ARE FAMOLIS IN THIS REGION AS
SCHOLARS ANP KEEFPERS OF
KNOWLEPGE OTHERWISE LOST.

PERHAFS ROMULLIS'S
SECRET IS AMONG THEM.

| TOMORROW I WILL VISIT | rraveENO
THE MONASTERY, ANP | ~OLUBT HE
SPEAK TO THEIR ABBOT. WILL GIVE ME

WHAT I WANT.
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US HE WAS il
EXPECTING 7
7 PARDONS, COMINE. S |
THE ABBOT IS FINISHING ' >
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D AND WILL GREET O o7
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HIS MORNING PRAYERS,
ITOLP YOU

> I AMPLEASED R

YOU POSSESS PROPER
FORM, IF NOT PUNCTUALITY.
YOU PO UNPERSTAND THAT I
AM TOO BUSY TO BE KEPT
WAITING BY ONE OF YOUR
NEOPHYTESZ

SALVE, POMINE

N ET COMES AUGLSTI,

I AM BROTHER
ANASTASIUS.
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NOT MINP
THE LATIN.
BUT I AM NOT

REPLACING HEROPIAN.

I AM MERELY SECRETARY >

TO HIS EXCELLENCY,
COUNT BELISARIUS. MY
COMMISSION IN NEAPOLIS £
IS A TEMPORARY ,‘
NECESSITY.

PROCOPIUS WILL S
PO. OR YOU MAY CALL
ME HISTORIAN. I FEAR I
AM GUILTY OF SOME
PRIPE IN THAT
TITLE.

\

S0 You
ARE OUR NEW
GLUBERNATOR,

SIRZ

OR PO
YOU PREFER
THE GREEK,

\ HEGEMONZ
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] IMUST

A HONOR You

NS AN someHow,
SIR.

I APOLOGIZE,
BOTH FOR MYSELF

ANP BROTHER
CLEMENS.,

PLEASE,
COME INSIPE,
POMINE.

EVEN

BEFORE FORSAKING
THE WORLD, THE BOY WAS

AN AWKWARP SOUL. HE IS NO

LESS OF A GOOP ONE,

I ASSURE YOU.
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IT'S A RARE CORRECT YOU NOW, YVORI?S, % AM NOT
TITLE IN THESE \ HISTORIAN. "FATHER" HERE--

TIMES, AND I SEE NO ¢ £
SIN IN KNOWING THE . e i >
WORTH OF YOUR
PROFESSION.

--THAT IS ELUGIPPILS, 1
FOUNPER OF OUR 4%

PASSED FROM
THIS LIFE, FIVE YEARS
AGO. UNTIL THE BISHOP OF
NEAPOLIS APPOINTS HIS
REPLACEMENT, I LEAD,
IN MY POOR WAY, AS
_ BESTICAN. _)

I HAVE THE
MOST PRESSING
ISSUES HERE: FOOP AND
WATER SHORTAGES,
_ OUTBREAKS OF--

-
IT HAS PISRUPTED
MUCH, ANP NEAPOLIS
SUFFERS GREATLY

BUT THERE ARE
PEOPLE STARVING
NOW, HISTORIAN.
PEOPLE WITHOUT
HOMES--

ISAIP IN
TIME, BROTHER
ANASTASIUS! 4

UNTIL T 3
FIN? WHAT I CAME
FOR NOTHING ELSE
MATTERS, IS THAT

CLEARZ
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EXTENSIVE.
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EUGIPPIUS'S SECOND
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ON WHY YOU WANT
HIM, YOU MAY BE
PISAPPOINTEPD.
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f;gN&IEE‘EEl—B'—é ';IQ;}; y 47 HIM TO TELL ME HOW ( —
iyttt IT HAPPENED, SO WE -
; < |2\ CAN ENSURE IT NEVER ¥ iy
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..NO.
DOES THE NAME SHOULD ITZ
AMICULUS MEAN
ANYTHING TO

"INPEEP IT
SHOULP.

"AFTER THEOPERIC
THE GOTH THREW POWN
§ OPOACER AND MADE ITALY
HIS KINGPOM, HE SOUGHT
OUT ROMULUS AS WELL.

"HE AND HIS QUEEN, AUPOFLEPA, CAME TO
US, AS PIP EACH GOTHIC RULER AFTER THEM,
TO LEARN WHAT YOU WOULP KNOW NOW.

8

"YOU SEE, HIS STORY
AND THAT OF THE FALL
ARE ONE AND THE
SAME, HISTORIAN...

"BECAUSE
HE CAUSEPD IT
TO HAPPEN."







KYRIE...
, SCOUR THE EMPIRE,
ROMULUS'S OWN NI? You WILL FIND NO
HISTORY... TRUER ACCOUNT OF THAT
i - FINAL BATTLE BETWEEN
, ORESTES ANP OPOACER
IN THE HEART
OF ROME--

IT IS, HISTORIAN

’ PROCOPILS.

THEY WERE

EVERYTHING
1 NOWHERE NEAR
I'VE EVER REAP THE ETERNAL

SAID THAT BATTLE
WAS AT TICINUM,IN_ . E[T2 ON THE
THE NORTH. ROMLLLS :
HIMSELF WAS AT
RAVENNA,

HISTORIAN, YOU WILL
FINP NO TRUER
ACCOUNT.

AMICULUS IS IN
NO OTHER ACCOUNT, I
AM SURE. YET WITHOUT
HIM, YOU WILL NEVER
UNPERSTAND THE
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DID ROME FALL..
OR WAS IT PUSHED?

TRAVIS HORSEMAN  GIANCARLO CARACUZZO

% N
VOL. L ROMA AETERNA

FOLLOW THE PROGRESS OF AMICULUS: VOLUME ONE AT
WWWAMICULUSROME.COM
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